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“Alphabet City is a unique entity,
acclaimed for its cross-disciplinary

approach to contemporary issues.”

—Canadian Art

As the slow food movement meets fast

food nation and eating locally collides

with on-demand arugula, our food habits

are shifting: the writers, artists, and

musicians of FOOD examine and imagine

these changes.

The Alphabet City series challenges us

to rethink ideas central to our lives.

Each edition addresses a single theme

from many perspectives, revealing

its processes and possibilities through

an anthology (co-published with

The MIT Press) and an arts and ideas

festival in Toronto.

edited by John Knechtel
hardcover, 352 pages
over 1,900 images
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food

connhects

us all

an open letter to the citizens of Ontario,
big city, small town, rural, and in-between

Signed by:
Alphabet City
Alternative Grounds
Alternatives Journal
The Brick Works Farmers’ Market
Canadian Institute for Environmental Law
and Policy
Canadian Personal Chef Association
Canadian University Press
Cava—Doug Penfold
Cava—Chris McDonald
Centre for Urban Health Initiatives
City Bites Magazine
Community Action Resource Centre
CONTACT Toronto Photography Festival
Culinary Historians of Ontario
Delta Waterfowl Foundation
Drake Hotel
Dufferin Grove Farmer’s Market
Dufflet—Dufflet Rosenberg
Edible Toronto Magazine
Evergreen
FarmStart
Food Secure Canada/
Sécurité alimentaire Canada
FoodShare Toronto
Friends of Riverdale Farm
Farmers’ Market
Grape Growers of Ontario
Green Living Magazine
Green Thumbs/Growing Kids
guerrilla gourmet

Meal Exchange

murmur

Association
Ontario Nature

PlanLab Ltd.

This Magazine

Join the Alphabet City FOOD Festival online discussions to talk
about this Open Letter and other food topics at Walrus magazine:
www.walrusmagazine.com/alphabetcity

Hamilton Eat Local
Health Providers Against Poverty
Local Food Plus

Metcalf Foundation
Mountain Equipment Co-op

Multistory Complex
Ontario Farmland Trust
The Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’

Ontario’s Greenbelt

Pound Magazine

Quince—Michael van den Winkel

Real Food for Real Kids

Rouge Park Alliance

Rouge Park Alliance—Gord Weeden

School of Urban and Regional Planning,
Ryerson University

Shameless Magazine

Slow Food London

Slow Food Toronto

The Stop Community Food Centre

Tamarack Community

Toronto Environmental Alliance

Toronto Food Policy Council

Toronto Green Community

The Walrus magazine

Women’s Healthy Environments Network
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Once upon a time everyone thought the world was flat. Figuring out that it was
round changed how we saw everything. Now the next revolution in perspective has
taken hold—the world is not just round, it is connected. The Global Village—
Marshall McLuhan’s phrase for the connected world created by new communications
technologies—has arrived, and not just in communications but also with food
and foodways. We think this global food village must be connected by conscience
and fairness—to the other villagers, to our environment.

The way we grow, market, process, manufacture, and distribute our food here

in Ontario reveals connections across the global village. Ontario’s working
landscapes, farms, rural communities, and cities are linked in a web of complex
exchanges. But our food policies to date have usually ignored that web, dividing
rather than connecting. If we are going to build a healthy and sustainable village,
we have to make the connections.

This letter is supported by, and represents the initiatives of, a network of
organizations working on many aspects of food policy in Ontario. We are working

together because we believe that food is connected to every major problem

being raised in the current provincial election campaign—rising medical costs,
poverty and hunger, declining farm incomes, the paving-over of farmland, wildlife
protection, urban sprawl, youth unemployment, and communities at risk.

These problems will only be solved when we connect the dots.

Local farmers’ markets, community and school gardens, food co-ops, urban
gardens, food access centres—all of these emerging possibilities support healthier,

tastier food for all villagers. As this happens, everyone benefits and communities
become stronger and more inclusive.

Provincial politics have become increasingly stuck in a frustrating gridlock. We

have separate ministries for agriculture, health, economic development, community
development, and the environment, as well as a multiplicity of non-governmental
organizations, each focused on a single piece of the problem. We are at risk of
missing many of the potential connections and the benefits they could generate.

This letter invites you to help us propose elegant solutions to the complicated

problems embedded in today’s food system. It takes food to raise a better village.

Connect to us and a month of local food events at www.alphabet-city.org, and
share your ideas by joining the conversation at www.walrusmagazine.com/

alphabetcity. Ideas that will call on everyone’s talents, abilities, and resources.

METCALF

&\
//EE\—% FOUNDATION

Ideas that are financially viable, ecologically responsible, and socially equitable.

This is not about partisan politics: We’re asking each of the political parties to
respond to this imperative. This Open Letter asks for an open mind from all

of Ontario’s citizens and its politicians. We ask you to engage with these issues,
and to work together to find long-lasting solutions to our food policies.
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featured events

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15

Festival Grand Opening
City Hall Rotunda, 10am

The Official Dinner

by Executive Chef Anthony Rose
and Leisure Projects

Featuring Quartetto Gelato

Drake Hotel Dining Room, 7:30 pm

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4

Exhibition Opening—
Behind the Mall

Diana Shearwood

DelLeon White Gallery, 7pm

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6

Exhibiton Opening—Eat Me
Dean Baldwin and Sian Bonnell
CONTACT gallery, 2pm

La Divina: A culinary and musical
experience inspired by the life
and art of Maria Callas

Featuring mezzo-soprano Ariana Chris
Drake Hotel Dining Room, 7:30pm

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16

Exhibition Opening—

Growing Toronto’s Foodshed
Ryerson University School of Urban
and Regional Planning, 12:30pm

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

Amuse Bouche Cabaret
Drake Hotel Underground, 8:00 pm
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Consulate General of Greece in Toronto, David Mirvish Books, DeLeon White Gallery, The Evergreen Foundation, FoodShare, guerrilla gourmet, La Palette, Lateral Architecture,
Lula Lounge, Matchbox Garden and Seed Co., Montforte Dairy, Multistory Complex, Ontario Food Terminal, Pedestrian Sundays in Kensington Market, PlanLab Ltd.,

Quinte Organic Farmers Coop, rock-it promotions, Ryerson University Centre for Studies in Food Security, Ryerson University School of Urban and Regional Planning,

she VISIONS Productions, The Stop Community Food Centre

organizing committee Megan Griffith-Greene, John Knechtel, Joe Liu, Nyla Matuk, Carina Reeves, Caspar Sinnige, Aeryn Twidle, Lea Zeltserman

complete event schedule

SEPTEMBER 29, OCTOBER 13, OCTOBER 20

Street Food Pilot Project

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4

Ontario Food Terminal Tour

check www.alphabet-city.org for updates

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13

Harvest Family Fun Day at Evergreen Brick Works

Details TBA (check www.alphabet-city.org for updates)

The street food pilot project—organized by Multistory
Complex—offers a taste of what Toronto’s street food
could be like: delicious and diverse—and nothing over
$7! With partners FoodShare, The Stop Community
Food Centre, and the Brickworks. More partners and
site locations to come.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

Good Food For All Festival

The Stop Community Food Centre
1884 Davenport Road West (at Symington)
12-3 pm; admission is free

Outdoor food workshops, free food samples, and live
music, as well as a kidzone with bouncy castle, whimz
live animals, activities by Real Food for Real Kids, crafts,
and face painting.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Earth! Global Harvest Traditions

Kensington Market
1-7 pm; admission is free

Solar Delights from Brook Kavanagh

Across from La Palette, 256 Augusta
3-6pm; $20 per person

Reservations: chefbrook@hotmail.com
or call 905.484.2389

Revel in a seven-course tasting menu by chef Brook
Kavanagh of La Palette, served hors d’oeuvre style
right on the street. All ingredients obtained from
local farmers. Some dishes completely cooked using
passive solar power.

Eat the City

Kensington Market
Meet at the corner of Nassau and Augusta
Tours at 1pm and 4 pm; admission is free

A guided weed walk with the guerrilla gourmet through
laneways and hidden places in Kensington Market to
harvest food, herbs, and teas.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3

Festival Grand Opening

7:30am pick-up and 9:30am drop-off outside
the Drake Hotel, 1150 Queen Street West

A copy of Alphabet City’s FOOD book is your
admission ticket.

Travel to the OFT by chartered bus and get an insider’s
tour of the facilities with Alphabet City authors Pierre
Bélanger and Angela larocci. Limited to 30 people—
admission will be first come, first serve, so please be
early. Bus leaves at 7:30am sharp.

Exhibition Opening—
Street Food Vending and Design

Design Exchange, 234 Bay Street
6pm; admission is free
Exhibition runs from September 25 to October 16

The results of a national street food vending cart design
competition organized by Multistory and Lorella Di Cintio.

Exhibition Opening—
Diana Shearwood, Behind the Mall

DelLeon White Gallery, 1139 College Street (at Dufferin)
7pm; admission is free
Exhibition runs from October 1-14; Thu-Sat 12-5 pm

A photographer obsessively pursues all manner of
food trucks, resulting in a stunning series of images.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6

Exhibition Opening—Eat Me

CONTACT gallery, 80 Spadina Avenue, Suite 310
2pm; admission is free
Exhibition runs to October 20; Mon—Fri 10am-5pm

Exhibition pairs Dean Baldwin’s Attempt at an Inventory
—showing the artist’s photographs of (almost) everything
he ate and drank over the course of a year—and

Sian Bonnell’s Scenic Cookery; landscapes rendered

in peas and mashed potatoes, corned beef, and more.
Curated by John Knechtel.

Exhibition—
Christine D’Onofrio, Smarties

550 Bayview Avenue Farmers’ Market; 8am to 1pm
Fun Family Activities: 10am to 4 pm; admission is free

Celebrate the harvest season in style. Indulge in
delicious local eats and join in the fun with pumpkins,
workshops, a straw bale maze, and live music. Find out
more: www.evergreen.ca.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15

La Divina: A culinary and musical experience
inspired by the life and art of Maria Callas

Drake Hotel Dining Room, 1150 Queen Street West

Doors open 7:30 pm, ticket price $95 includes concert,
dinner, wine; does not include tax and gratuity. Reserve
seats by calling the Drake Hotel at 416.531.5042, ext 113.

In partnership with the Consulate General of Greece,
AbC presents mezzo-soprano Ariana Chris—with
pianist Melody Fader, flutist Louis Papachristos, and
violist Nick Papadakis—in a musical celebration of
Maria Callas, followed by a meal composed of La Divina’s
favourite dishes.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16

World Food Day: The Right to Food

Ryerson University Heaslip House, 297 Victoria Street
10am-12 pm; admission is free

Ryerson Responds to the Food Challenge: Join Ryerson
University professors Mustafa Koc, Nina-Marie Lister,
Pamela Robinson and guests in a 2-hour symposium
that will engage in the challenges raised in Alphabet
City’s Open Letter on Food and explore the ways in
which Ryerson research and education can promote,
study and activate food security, edible landscapes,
and local food diversity.

Exhibition Opening—Growing Toronto’s Foodshed
Ryerson University School of Urban and Regional
Planning, 105 Bond Street

12:30pm; admission is free

Exhibition runs to October 30; Mon—Fri 10am-5pm

David Mirvish Books, 596 Markham Street
Runs through October

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9

City Hall Rotunda
10am; admission is free

Drake Hotel Underground, 1150 Queen Street West
8pm; admission is free

A live fanfare by an 11-piece brass band will herald
Toronto Mayor David Miller’s declaration on local food,
while chef Brook Kavanagh serves up free local treats.
Also featured: a photo exhibition on Toronto’s food
organizations by Laura Berman and the launch of
Alphabet City’s FOOD anthology.

The Official Dinner
by Drake Hotel executive chef Anthony Rose
and Leisure Projects

Drake Hotel Dining Room, 1150 Queen Street West
Doors open 7:30 pm; ticket price $69 (includes
four-course dinner, wine, and a copy of the FOOD
book; does not include tax and gratuity).

Reserve seats by calling the Drake Hotel at
416.531.5042, extension 113.

Emulating the atmosphere of official Canadian
entertaining, especially the Royal tours of the 1950’s,
the evening will include a sumptuous four-course
meal and a performance by Quartetto Gelato. We will
be accepting donations for FoodShare.

Mason White of Lateral Architecture sets three design
firms a time-limited task: build a food terminal building,
live onstage, from a buffet of all-food materials. Who
will win first prize?

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12

Sabor!

Doors/Dinner @ 7 pm
Salsa at Lula Lounge with Café Cubano
585 Dundas Street West (12 blocks west of Dufferin)

Food and music are inextricably linked in the salsa
tradition. When the band is really cooking, the singers
will call out “Sabor!” or “Que Rico!”—to indicate that
the music at that point is especially rich and flavourful.
Café Cubano presents a potent blend of dance-floor
friendly salsa, and high-energy showmanship.
Beginner salsa lesson @ 9 pm; Café Cubano @ 10pm
and 12am. $15 admission or $54 for dinner, dance
lesson, and show package. Call 416-588-0307 or visit
lula.ca for details.

Architectural drawings, maps, and data analyses
describe the reality and potential of Toronto’s foodshed.
Includes works by Pierre Bélanger, David Carruthers,
Chris Hardwicke, Angela larocci, Claire Ironside, and
Nina-Marie Lister. Curated by John Knechtel.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

FoodShare Open House

90 Croatia Street (near Bloor and Dufferin)
All day; admission is free

FoodShare holds a grand opening of its new food
education and training centre. Features speeches from
Mayor David Miller and FoodShare Executive Director
Debbie Field at 11 am, as well as tasty treats and fun
activities for the whole family. www.foodshare.net

Amuse Bouche Cabaret

Drake Hotel Underground, 9pm; a copy of
Alphabet City’s FOOD book is your admission ticket.

Join us for Amuse Bouche, a cabaret of desire. Hosted
by Chanelle Gallant, Amuse Bouche includes burlesque
(by TigerLily’s Erotic Cabaret), song, literature, and
acrobatics. Readings by Margaret Webb, Russell Smith,
Diane Mason, Jowita Bydlowska as well as FOOD

book contributors Mei Chin, Maria Zajkowski, Ann Shin,
and Nyla Matuk. Co-presented with she VISIONS
Productions. Raffle proceeds to benefit Sheena’s Place,
a centre for people with eating disorders.




